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PROGRESS OP MEDICAL SCIENCE 


to note the unwavering faith of the writer in a method which is 
fast becoming obsolete. Most surgeons now regard drainage as rather 
an unfortunate necessity and resort to it only when absolutely necessary. 
It is a question if gauze is not really used for tamponade, rather than 
for its capillary action—H. C. C.) 

Examina tion of the Stomach in Pelvic Troubles.— Winkler (BcrL 
klin. Woch ., 1906, No. 33) reports forty-one cases in which he examined 
the stomach contents. ‘In only 29.9 per cent, was the secreting func¬ 
tion normal. Hence, the deduction mat the gastric symptoms accom¬ 
panying uterine displacements, pelvic tumors, etc., are mainly due to 
disturbances of the secretory and motor functions. Gastroptosis was 
noted in eighteen out of thirty-one cases. 

Winkler concludes that hyperchlorhydria is common in connection 
with pelvic troubles, and that treatment directed to the latter alone has 
little effect on the gastric condition. 


Aspirin in Gynecology.— Cuidichimo (Ann. di oat. c gin.; Zcntralbl. 
f. Gyn., 1906, No. 40) reports the results of a scries of experiments with 
dogs, in which he found that the lethal dose was about one-half grain to 
each two pounds of body weight. Large doses caused temporary low¬ 
ering^ of the arterial tension and slowing of the pulse; the heart sounds 
remained regular except when the dose exceeded the therapeutic limit, 
nor was there any change in temperature or the respirations. Aspirin 
exercises a decided contracting action upon smooth muscles, especially 
those of the uterus, whether gravid or non-gravid, the effect being 
noted from fifteen to thirty minutes after administration of the drug. 
Therapeutically Chidichimo advises that from 30 to 45 grains be ad¬ 
ministered daily. He has never observed any ill effects. 

Metaplastic Processes in Uterine Polyps.— Katjfmann (Abstract of 
Monograph in Zcntralbl. f. Gyn., 1906, No. 39) presents the results of 
his studies of serial sections of cervical polyps, the pedicles of which were 
covered with cylindrical epithelium, wnile the distal portions presented 
several layers of squamous cells. He believes that tne latter represent 
a metaplastic process and eventually replace the cylindrical epithelium. 
Hence the inference that in so-called “combined” carcinomas of the 
uterus, in which both squamous and glandular epithelium are found, the 
former replaces the latter over certain areas. 


Epithelioma of the Uterus and Vagina.— Bjorkenheim (.4 6s. of Mono, 
in Zcntralbl. /. Gyn., 1906, No. 39) found in the endometrium of young 
subjects yellow spots, which, on microscopic examination, presented 
the appearance 01 ordinary squamous epithelium, the cells having large 
nuclei disposed in rows parallel with the surface. The line of demarca¬ 
tion between the vaginal and uterine mucous membranes was thus clearly 
defined, though it differed in different specimens. 

Lutein Cysts and Chorio epithelioma.— Burger (Zcntralbl. f. Gyn., 
1906, No. 39) presented to the Vienna Obstetrical Society a specimen 
from a patient aged thirty-two years, who, after missing three menstrual 
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periods, had passed a vesicular mole. Six weeks later she was admitted 
to the clinic on account of metrorrhagia and rapid enlargement of the 
abdomen. The diagnosis of double ovarian cystoma was made. On 
opening the abdomen.besides the cysts,it was found that the uterus con¬ 
tained an interstitial tumor, so that it was also extirpated. It contained 
several vesicular moles, presenting the histological structure of incipient 
malignant chorioepithelioma. The ovarian neoplasms were lutein 
cysts. Burger calls attention to the fact (noted by himself and others) 
that these cysts are not really derived from the corpus luteum, but from 
the proliferation of atresic follicles and the lutein transformation of their 
cells, hence, the name follicle-lutein cysts. He sees no etiological 
relation between these and the development of vesicular mole; on the 
contrary the circulatory disturbances due to the presence of the latter are 
more likely to lead to cystic degeneration of the ovaries. He believes 
that curettcment in these cases is unwise, but that a radical operation 
should be performed at once. 


Gonococcic Peritonitis.— Leopold ( Zertiralbl . /. Gyn., 1906, No. 43) 
reports the case of a patient, aged twenty-eight years, who on the sixth 
day after a normal delivery developed peritonitis. Bacteriological ex¬ 
amination of the urethral and vaginal secretions showed numerous 
gonococci. On the following day laparotomy was performed, a quan¬ 
tity of purulent fluid being removed, which gave pure cultures of 
Neisser’s coccus. Incision was made in both groins, with counter¬ 
openings in the loins; rubber drainage-tubes were inserted, a third, 
drain being carried through into the vagina; all were repeatedly flushed 
with normal salt solution. The patient improved at once and made a 
good recover}'. Commenting on thi3 case, Leopold states that it was 
impossible to trace the time of infection, though the history and result 
of the bacteriological examinations left no doubt as to the origin of the 
peritonitis. It was particularly instructive from its bearing on obscure 
cases of puerperal infection. Importance is attached by him to the 
repeated flushings of the cavity after operation. (We had a similar 
unreported case, in which infection undoubtedly occurred two or three 
days before labor, as proved by the vaginal discharge and the fact that 
the child lost one eye from gonorrhoeal ophthalmia. Unfortunately 
permission to open the peritoneal cavity was not obtained until the 

f mtient's condition was such that recovery was impossible. The case 
md been diagnosed as perforative appendicitis, occurring on. the fifth 
day after delivery.—H. C. C.) 


The X-rays in Menorrhagia.—G orl ( Zentralbl. /. Gyn., 1906, No. 40), 
reasoning from the reports of Tilden Brown and Halberstfidter regarding 
the action of the x-rays on the ovaries and testicles in producing sterility, 
and the experience of Faveau de Courmelles in forty-five cases of fibro- 
myoma, was induced to use this agent in the treatment of hemorrhage 
from the myomatous uterus. His success led him to infer that the 
atrophic action of the Rontgen rays on the ovaries was especially useful 
in cases of menorrhagia in which an operation was contraindicated on 
account of serious cardiac or renal disease. One application a week is 
advised. 



